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From January 2–9, Prosthetic Hope International hosted an eight-
person team—its largest ever—to the Project Hope-Belize (PHB) 
clinic in Orange Walk Town, Belize, Central America. PHB is the 
only O&P clinic in the nation. Last October, PHB upgraded its 
facility to enable the fabrication of custom orthotic devices, and 
since that time, the clinic has been busier than ever, especially 
with pediatric orthotic patients, according to a PHB press release.

The team was lead by Robert Kistenberg, MPH, CP, LP, 
FAAOP, and included Caryn Earl, CO; Matthew Habecker, 
CPO; and Géza Kogler, PhD, CO. Michael Cope and Sheryl 
Nathanson, students in the master of science in prosthetics and 
orthotics program (MSPO) at the Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy (Georgia Tech), Atlanta, along with Stefanie Flora, MD, 
and Géza Kogler II, administered team support. 

Over the five-day mission trip, 28 patients received orthotic 
and prosthetic care. Fifteen AFOs were delivered to children, 
and an additional dozen children were given follow-up ser-
vices for devices that were fitted in October 2010. Six prosthetic 
patients were treated, including one patient with bilateral trans-
tibial amputations, one with a hip disarticulation, and one with 
a transpelvic amputation.

“This was certainly one of our 
busiest mission trips, but the team 
was quite adept at dividing up the 
patient load, working to get the 
devices done, and not tripping 
all over each other,” Kistenberg 
noted. “All in all, this was a great 
way to start the year for Project 
Hope-Belize.”

Trulife, Poulsbo, Washington; 
SPS, Alpharetta, Georgia; Kingsley, 
Costa Mesa, California; and Amer-
ican Plastics, Arlington, Texas, pro-
vided support for this mission.

Prosthetic Hope International hosts quarterly missions to Belize. For more information,  
contact Robert Kistenberg at rob.kistenberg@prosthetichope.org

Silas Martinez learns to use his new 
prosthetic hand or manito. Photograph 
courtesy of Géza Kogler.

“Return to Sport” Program Launched in Haiti
The Challenged Athletes Foundation (CAF), Project Medishare, 
and the Knights of Columbus have launched a “Return to Sport” 
program in Haiti. Thanks to a lead gift from an anonymous donor, 
a variety of activities are being planned to help Haitians with physi-
cal disabilities experience what is possible through sport and to 
learn to use sports as a vehicle for healing.

“We are delighted to 
be able to work with 
such outstanding orga-
nizations to help the 
people of Haiti get back 
in the game,” CAF’s 
Senior Director of Pro-
grams and Strategic 
Development, Roy Per-
kins, said. “The Haitian 

people are as resilient as they come, and we will draw on our 
considerable experience to contribute to this effort and help 
those affected by the earthquake to live life to the fullest.”

The sports program began on January 9, with an amputee 
soccer game featuring the Zaryen (Tarantulas) team, spon-
sored by Project Medishare and CAF, against another ampu-
tee team calling itself the Haitian National Team. In the spring, 
CAF is planning a running clinic led by Robert S. “Bob” Gailey, 
PhD, PT, and supported by CAF athlete mentors. The Knights 
of Columbus has donated more than $1 million to ensure that 
every amputee child in Haiti has a functional prosthetic leg. 
CAF’s role will be to help show those children how to get the 
most out of their new limbs.

The clinic will also serve to identify talented individuals who 
might be able to represent Haiti at the 2012 London Summer 
Paralympic Games.

Photograph of team Zaryen courtesy of Project Medishare.
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Prosthetic Hope International Completes Mission to Belize


