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“[O]nce individuals with hemiplegia and lower-limb amputa-
tion are selected for prosthetic rehabilitation, the fit rates and 
potential for achieving some level of functional ambulation are 
good, with most studies showing greater than a 58 percent suc-
cess rate.”1

Summary
Because of the shared risk factors involved, there is a surprisingly 
high prevalence of patients who experience both hemiplegia and 
lower-limb amputation. Ipsilateral presentations of these comor-
bidities are described more frequently than contralateral presen-
tations. This is fortunate, as patients with ipsilateral presentations 
appear to have improved outcomes. There does not appear to 
be a dominant sequence of the two events among individuals 
with both conditions. However, outcomes are improved when 
the events occur sequentially and allow subjects to experience 
some level of rehabilitation with one event prior to experiencing 
the other. Advanced age and having a transfemoral amputation, 
moderate to severe hemiplegia, and impaired mental status are all 
predictive of worse ambulatory abilities. However, most comor-
bid patients with a lower-limb amputation and hemiplegia who 
are referred for rehabilitation appear to benefit from prosthetic 
rehabilitation.  O&P EDGE
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