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headquartered in North Charleston, South Carolina. “I still 
remain as president and a minority shareholder and partner,” 
Hooper explains. “My immediate plans are to grow Carolina 
Orthotics & Prosthetics through acquisition and [by] open-
ing patient care facilities in desirable locations throughout the 
Southeast.”

Past, Present, Future
Hooper, a fourth-generation Charlestonian, attended Gardner-
Webb College, Boiling Springs, North Carolina, from 1967 to 
1969. From 1971 to 1973, he attended the College of Charleston 
and took classes at The Citadel, the Military College of South 
Carolina’s civilian Graduate College and Evening Undergradu-
ate Studies Program. In 1976, he earned his graduate certificate 
in orthotics from New York University Medical School, New 
York, and his orthotics certification from ABC. He earned his 
graduate certificate in prosthetics from Northwestern Uni-
versity, Chicago, Illinois, and received his ABC prosthetics 
certification in 1978.

Enjoying Family Time and Outdoor Recreation
Hooper and his wife, Jackie, love the outdoors and spend a week 
each year riding horses at a working cattle ranch in northern 
Montana. They also have a horse in Charleston, as well as four 
cats and two dogs. “We snow ski each year and love to sail. I 

enjoy fishing and hunting as 
well,” Hooper adds. Hooper 
has two daughters, Jessica 
and Michelle, who both work 
with him in the administra-
tive side of the business, and 
two grandsons.

His Advice: Find  
What You Love
Hooper’s advice to those 
thinking about a career in the 
O&P profession is advice he 
has followed himself: “There 
are many challenging jobs 
related to the delivery of orthotic and prosthetic services; find 
what you love and best suits you.” Following this course has 
provided a richly rewarding career for Hooper, with more yet 
to come. He says, “I am not sure I will ever completely retire, 
and at this point, retirement is not on my radar. I can’t imag-
ine not being involved with orthotics and prosthetics in some 
capacity.”  O&P EDGE

Miki Fairley is a freelance writer based in southwest Colorado. She can be contacted via  
e-mail at miki.fairley@gmail.com

Hooper and his wife, Jackie, enjoy the slopes 
in Vail, Colorado.
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Therapeutic & Diabetic shoes & Diabetic socks 

is the registered trademark of  Apis Footwear Company

Apis, we cover 100% of your patient base!

 

1-888-937-2747

Free samples of any style in the catalog

Explorer I, 4E, 6E & 9E
7, 7.5, 8, 8.5,9, 9.5, 10, 10.5, 11, 
11.5, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 &17

Apis Footwear Company
2239 Tyler Avenue, South El Monte, CA 91733

Tel: 888-937-2747 Fax: 888-990-2245
 www.bignwideshoes.com / www.apisfootwear.com

9702 Lace / Straps
Navy / Beige


