Alternative Healthcare…
For instance, one of the main concerns for CMS is the
high readmission rates of patients. If O&P providers
can objectively show how they help patients, thus keeping them from returning to the hospital, then everyone
benefits. The patient is healthier, CMS does not have to
pay for additional hospital visits, the ACO meets its goal
of low readmission rates, and the ACO will continue to
compensate the O&P practice for its services.
“If the O&P profession can really begin to focus on
proving that providing O&P patient care services actually reduces long-term medical costs, then CMS will love
us,” Ford says. “It’s all about being able to prove the value
of the services which we are providing and billing for.”
While there is a fear that ACOs could ultimately decide
to build their own O&P departments, that probably will not
be the case if the organizations and practices learn to work

well together, Ford believes. The truth is that it’s costly and
time-consuming to build an O&P practice from scratch,
and the natural inclination of ACO executive leaders will
probably be to work with O&P practices as long as they can
work within their requirements, he says.
To succeed, practices will need to understand these
new requirements and be braced for whatever the future
might hold, Hast says.
“The providers that will fare best will have a good
sense of their operations and can run their practice successfully committed to patient care; that never changes,”
she says. “They also need to keep an ear out for upcoming changes and see how they can respond to those.”
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“The providers that will fare best will have a
good sense of their operations and can run their
practice successfully committed to patient care;
that never changes.” —Rebecca Hast
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