
38 The O&P EDGE ■ December 2010 www.oandp.com/edge

Kuniholm, engineer and founder of 
the Open Prosthetics Project (www.
openprosthetics.org) and transradial 
amputee; Frank Wilson, MD, neu-
roscientist and author of The Hand; 
Elliot Washor, co-founder of Big Pic-
ture Learning, an initiative to develop 
innovative, personalized schools 
(www.bigpicture.org); and photogra-
pher Diana Lui. The results, grouped 
in the categories of “Decorative,” 
“Playful,” “Utilitarian,” and “Aware-
ness,” can be viewed at http://design.
sva.edu/prosthetics/index.php

Practical, Affordable Prosthetics: A Reality Check
Kuniholm, however, says he would rather see less of a “head in 
the clouds” approach to prosthetic design and more “feet on the 
ground” solutions. Although he mentions two Open Prosthet-
ics pages on “fantasy” prostheses (http://openprosthetics.wiki 
spot.org/fantasy_arms and http://openprosthetics.wikispot.org/
fantasy_legs), he points out, “Most of these fail to contain the 
first notion of any legitimate concept of how such arms and legs 
might be actuated, mechanisms that might sustain real loads and 
wear, etc.”

Kuniholm continues, “I suppose that in some way the real 

problem here is that amputees and prosthetics are seen as a 
kind of lens through which the able[-bodied] like to examine 
issues like the convergence of man and machine, what makes us 
human, and the like. Amputees, for the most part, simply want 
to regain function.” 

The goal of the Open Prosthetics Project is to produce use-
ful innovations in the prosthetics arena and to freely share the 
designs. “This project is an open source collaboration between 
users, designers, and funders with the goal of making our cre-
ations available for anyone to use and build upon,” the project’s 
website explains.

continued on page 40

Spotlight on O&P…continued from page 36

Left: The Markhor, developed by Purdue student Sydney Minnis, is a prosthetic leg and foot for rock climbers. Right: Ben Rogers 
designed this device which could help people with bilateral arm amputations don and doff their prostheses. Photographs courtesy 
of Purdue University.
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