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MOLDING SILICONE, WAX,  
AND CUSTOM SILICONE
In addition to the more traditional opposition posts 
described above, the patient also desired custom silicone 
restorations. These were fabricated in collaboration with ana-
plastologist Paul Tanner, CCA, MBA. A two-part liquid sili-
cone was used to obtain negative impressions of the patient’s 
residual hands. In the absence of a sound hand to duplicate, 
the same material was poured over the patient’s brother’s 
hands to provide a starting point for the desired shape of the 
silicone restorations.

In considering the available wrist flexion that would be 
used for the opposition posts described earlier, the decision 
was made to duplicate elements of this prehensile strategy 
in the silicone restor ations. Observing that wrist flexion in 
the silicone test sockets was limited by the bunching of the 
silicone at the wrist crease, the decision was made to cut away 
the palmar aspect of the silicone at the wrist to allow full 
wrist motion (Figure 6, pg. 49).

Wax models of the patient’s brother’s hands were then 
modified to accommodate the anatomy of the patient’s hands.

Figure 5a. The 3D-printed prototype of a 
cosmetic sheath that could be worn over 
the dorsal surface of the opposition post 
prosthesis. 
Figure 5b. The CAD design of the 
definitive shape.

Figure 5a

Figure 5b

A CAREER AS A PEDORTHIST 
Providing Quality Education and Training to the Changing 

Workplace 
PEDORTHICS AT BAKER COLLEGE OF FLINT 
Baker College’s Pedorthics program combines online education with  hands-on 
training taught in a state-of-the-art facility. 

This noncredit course provides 150 hours of instruction (70 hours online and 80 hours on-
campus).  

Participants will study human anatomy, pathology, biomechanics, and evaluation of medi-
cal conditions that originate at or below the ankle.  

Also included in the course are lower-limb orthotic design, materials used for orthotic and 

prosthetic modification, footwear fitting, and patient and practice management. 

 Cost: $2,190 (cost does not include hotel accommodations during on-ground sessions)

Now Enrolling Late Summer Session: Online portion: Aug. 15-Sept. 8, 2016
Campus orientation: Sept. 11, 2016 
Campus portion: Sept. 12-17 & 19-22, 2016

MORE INFO: Email: pedorthics-fl@baker.edu  Call: 810-766-4359 
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ALL HANDS, HOOKS, AND FIBERGLASS ON DECK


