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United States; hence, we engaged students in clinics created 
by Robert Kistenberg in Belize, and more recently, the Good 
Samaritan partnership.” 

As chairperson for the United States National Member Soci-
ety of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics 
(USISPO), Kistenberg also recalls past efforts that resulted in 
scholarship grants that covered the cost of student ISPO mem-
berships to each O&P school. “We hope to be able to award such 
scholarships again soon,” he hints.

“Every graduating class at the University of Hartford is chal-
lenged to take on a charity,” Parente says. “This year’s MSPO 
students have decided to support disabled sports by raising 
awareness, raising money, and donating their time. This also nur-
tures a service-oriented mindset.”

Burdett describes a course in professional issues that’s part of 
the Pitt program. “Service is one of the areas that we talk about; 
we also discuss ISPO and its mission. Students are required to 
report on service opportunities in the profession as a group 
assignment so they are aware of what’s out there.”

As part of his course, one of Pitt’s faculty members takes 
orthotic students in small groups to interact with people who 
are homeless, Burdett says, so that they can experience service 
learning in the form of interaction with patients during foot 
inspections.

“We’re trying to see if we can help some of these people 
through Feet for Life—a pedorthic association program that 
provides shoes at low cost for individuals who may need them,” 
he explains.

Neufeld’s ROMP program offers the opportunity each year for a 
limited group of Northwestern University Prosthetics-Orthotics  
Center (NUPOC) students to participate in its program, provid-
ing humanitarian O&P services out of country. “It has become 
almost competitive to get into that group,” Neufeld explains, “so I 
definitely appreciate that Northwestern is promoting it as a valu-
able experience and valuing it within the program.”

The students benefit, he points out, by being exposed to a 
broad variety of prosthetic cases and solutions within a single 
week during their ROMP commitment and through their expo-
sure to the need that exists in a world previously unknown to 
them—an exposure that hopefully leaves a lasting impression.

Hovorka says that Georgia Tech tries to “integrate service con-
cepts into our students’ capstone research….” 

Learning by example is a method cited by nearly every educa-
tor interviewed for this article. “Every one of our clinical instruc-
tors has done outreach clinics throughout the Caribbean, Haiti, 
China, or elsewhere,” Parente says. “We’re all able to speak to this 
point and bring our personal experiences to our students. It’s 
easy to read about, but when you’re sitting there with students, 
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