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only is he young and active, but he is determined. “He is 
absolutely a determined kid,” she says. “If you tell him he 
can’t do it or he’s not doing well, he will figure out how 
to prove you wrong, then smile about it after.”

Kollin is the youngest person in the United States 
to have purchased the exoskeleton. Though the device 
is available to those who qualify, the majority of those 
who have purchased one have been between the ages 
of 20 and 30 years old, Jasinski says. He attributes the 
demographic profile to the risk-tolerance that seems to 
be more typical of younger users. The exoskeleton offers 
users benefits beyond mobility, however, according to 
Jasinski. “The technology is able to give someone back 
the ability to stand and walk, to look someone in the eye, 
[to] be able to give someone a hug,” he says. “These are 
things many of our ReWalkers did not think they would 
do again.”

Galland says the same has been true for her son. “It’s 
been wonderful to be able to give him a hug standing 
up,” she says.

There are other physiological and psychological 
benefits as well, such as improvements to cardiovascular 
health, fat loss, increased lean muscle mass, and better 
bowel function, Jasinski says. “ReWalk is a user-operated 
system,” he says. “If the user doesn’t initiate movement, 
the sensors are not triggered. The system moves with 
the user, it does not walk our users for them. The 
effects are seen with the many health benefits our users 
experience.”

In Kollin’s case, Steve has helped him to maintain 
some of the muscle tone in his upper body and lower 
limbs, his mother says. Kollin’s weight dropped to 100 
pounds after his accident. Today, he weighs 140 pounds. 
“All of it muscle,” Galland says.

A Reservoir of Support
The night Kollin had his accident changed the course 
of his life, but Kollin has been able to come as far as he 
has because he and his family have had a tremendous 
amount of support, his mother and Black-Bain agree.

“A support system is huge in any rehabilitation 
process,” Black-Bain says. “There are ups and downs, 
physically as well as mentally, and having people there to 
help you through that is extremely beneficial and critical 
in any recovery process. Kollin’s family has been there 
for him since day one.” O&P EDGE
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Curbell Plastics acquired American 
Plastics in December 2012, and  
O&P Enterprises in November 2014.

Color: Natural • Thicknesses: 3/16", 1/4", 3/8", 1/2"

OP-TEK™ Flex Comfort provides 
a softer touch and slicker 
surface, making it an ideal  
material for flexible liners.  
This new product features  
a proprietary additive to  
give the material a softer  
feel. The enhanced surface  
provides superior patient  
comfort when donning and  
doffing rigid socket frames. 
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