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Stan Patterson, CP, (left) and Dennis Clark, CPO (right) accompany Josh Olson as he tries 
his new prosthesis.
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velocity (ve-'läs-e-te) The rate of speed at which
a prosthetic device moves through a manufacturing
process,  while  strictly  abiding  by  the principles of
quality and customer  satisfaction.

NEW!
The redesigned low profile lamination
mounting plate is 5/16 of an inch thick, half
the thickness of the standard mounting plate
and half the weight.  It has a standard 4 bolt
pattern with M6 x 1 threads and is anodized
blue.  This plate is designed for patients up
to 250 pounds or K1 to K3. 
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Soldier Gets New Prosthetic Design
➤ By Rachel Monserrate and Miki Fairley

Josh Olson can never forget the date of October 27, 2003. The young soldier on duty in Iraq was hit by a rocket-propelled 
grenade and lost his entire leg. An infantry squad leader, Olson knew immediately that the leg was gone, but says, “I was 
just happy to be alive!”

Olson is a hip-disarticulation amputee who has been at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, DC, 
for about 17 months, undergoing rehabilitation and 

working with prosthetists. He’s 
an optimistic, young soldier who 
hopes to become the first hip-dis-
articulation amputee to return to  
active duty.

He had already made strides 
despite his disability. Olson has 
made the Army marksmanship 
team, and at press time is waiting 
for orders to be called up to Fort 
Benning, Georgia, to train with the 
team. He can then start competing 
in Army shooting events. Through 
his involvement with the Army 
marksmanship team, Olson ulti-
mately hopes to make the US 
marksmanship team and compete in the 2008 Olympic Games.

Olson received his first prosthesis in January 2004, and a 
desire to stay in the Army is his driving motivation to become 
better at using the prosthesis. “My big thing is that it’s easier 

to get along without the leg, but I 
have to work at making myself get 
better at it to stay in the Army.”

Although Olson has state-
of-the-art technology, including 
Otto Bock’s C-Leg®, heterotopic 
ossification (HO), a frequent 
complication of blast wounds, was 
making his socket uncomfortable 
to wear. 

To aid in his rehabilitation, 
Olson began working with Stan 
Patterson, CP, and inventor who 
owns a patient care facility, 
Prosthetic & Orthotics Associates, 
Orlando, Florida. Patterson also is 

a partner in Conundrum Research Labs, Orlando.
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