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ACA Accepting Nominations  
for 2005 Awards of Excellence

The Amputee Coalition of America (ACA), Knoxville, Tennessee, is now accepting 
nominations for the Awards of Excellence, which are given to individuals for the 
significant contributions they have made to the amputee community. Each year, 

the ACA recognizes outstanding individuals in three categories: Volunteer of the Year, 
Role Model of the Year, and Professional Achievement of the Year. 

A committee of consumers and professionals reviews the letters of nomination and 
chooses the winners, the ACA explained. The winners will be recognized in ACA’s 
bimonthly magazine inMotion and at a special award ceremony at the ACA Annual 
Educational Conference & Exposition to be held on August 11-13 at the Fairmont 
Hotel in Dallas, Texas.

The deadline for nominations is June 1, 2005. For more information or to receive a 
nomination form, call 888.267.5669 or visit www.amputee-coalition.org to download 
a form.

Association Spotlight

CMS Proposes Wheelchair Codes

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) recently released draft cov-
erage criteria for power wheelchairs and scooters, as well as new codes, to ensure 
proper payment. 

To better reflect the range of power mobility products now available on the market, 
Medicare will expand the number of codes used for billing from five to 49. Individual 
payment ceilings will also be developed for each of the new codes, which will go into 
effect on January 1, 2006, CMS stated.

As mandated by the Medicare Modernization Act (MMA), CMS is also developing 
quality and consumer standards for all suppliers of durable medical equipment, 
prosthetics, orthotics, and supplies (DMEPOS), as well as standards for specific 
product lines, including power mobility devices. 

CMS announced that it intends to finalize these standards in the fall of this year 
and to implement them through an accreditation process conducted by one or more 
accreditation bodies to be designated at a later time.

The proposed National Coverage Decision will be posted on the CMS website at 
www.cms.hhs.gov/coverage. A description of the new billing codes for wheelchairs 
will be posted on the CMS website at www.cms.hhs.gov/suppliers/dmepos

Progress Continues Towards ABC/BOC Unification

The American Board for Certification in Orthotics & Prosthetics Inc. (ABC), and the 
Board for Orthotist/Prosthetist Certification Inc. (BOC) continue negotiations to-
wards unification of the two organizations, according to a joint statement released 

recently from the offices of ABC President William W. DeToro, CO, FAAOP; and BOC 
Chair E. Beth Durham, BOCPOTM, CPO, CMFTM.

Through a due diligence process, the assets, holdings, and positions of each 
organization are being disclosed to one another. This important step will allow the joint 
negotiation team to establish criteria for successfully merging the strengths of each 
board, setting the foundation for an efficient transition to a unified organization, the 
statement pointed out. 

Each Board of Directors remains committed to the ideals of unification, believing 
the future of O&P will be better served through one certifying body, the organizations 
said. “We are optimistic that this climate of cooperation and progress will continue,” 
the statement added.

A nondisclosure agreement will remain in effect to protect the unification process, 
and joint statements are publicly released only upon the unanimous consent of each 
Board of Directors. Additional information will be forthcoming as the unification 
process nears completion.
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