Industry Insight
Filippis Named
Entrepreneur of the Year

Schwartz Receives
Honorary Doctorate

A.J. Filippis, CPO, president of Wright & Filippis,
Rochester Hills, Michigan, has been named Eastern
Michigan Entrepreneur of the Year, Health Sciences division,
by major international accounting
and consulting firm Ernst & Young.
Filippis was among 37 finalists
representing 35 companies who
were nominated for this annual
award in this division. The award is
given to active members of top
management who are responsible
for recent company performance.
Filippis began working for Wright & Filippis in 1968 as
an O&P technician. He was vice president from 1981-1997,
and in 1997; he became the company’s president. Since
Filippis assumed leadership, Wright & Filippis has grown to
29 locations with over 600 employees.
“To be named Eastern Michigan Entrepreneur of the Year
for Health Sciences is truly an honor,” Filippis said. “It is the
sense of family that built the strength of the company, as well
as the hard work and dedication of everyone at Wright &
Filippis, which made it possible to win this award.”

ichard Schwartz, CEO, Apex
Foot
Health
Industries,
Teaneck, New Jersey, was honored by The New York College of
Podiatric Medicine with the honorary
degree of doctor of humane letters at
the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York
City June 9. The college recognized
Schwartz for his lifelong contributions to the clinical practice of
pedorthics, medical education, and business leadership.
Schwartz thanked the college in front of about 600 attendees,
including 100 family members, friends, and business colleagues.
During his acceptance speech, the clearly moved Schwartz
described the honor as a milestone in a long family history in the
foot care industry. “For more than 90 years, the New York
College of Podiatric Medicine has been setting the standards in
education and medical practice. For about the same time, members of my family have been working side by side developing
and delivering the highest standards in footwear, foot care, and
education,” he said. During Schwartz’s 37-year career, he has
spearheaded numerous materials and product innovations as
well as the development of educational programs for orthopedic
surgeons, podiatrists, and pedorthists.
More online at www.oandp.com/edge
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Lopatin Joins Freedom Innovations
hahr Lopatin, prosthetist, has
joined Freedom Innovations,
Corona, California, as director of sales and technical services.
Lopatin’s role is to generate sales of
Freedom prosthetic products from
domestic and international distributors as well as independent prosthetists, the company said.
Lopatin has over 33 years of prosthetic experience, the company noted. He is certified in prosthetics by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and was
educated at the University of Tel Aviv, Israel. First volunteering
at a prosthetics lab in Siba, Israel, Lopatin then went to
Chicago, Illinois, where he worked at the Lakeside Veterans
Hospital and Ballert Orthopedics. He later joined the staff at the
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC). Lopatin also has
headed the fabrication department at Orthomedics, Pasadena,
California, and served as director of prosthetic services at
Sunny Hills Orthopedic Services, Fullerton, California.
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