O&P PLAYS ITS PART
As the project grew, MSF opened a post-operative care
facility in the Al Za’atari refugee camp in March 2014. The
40-bed facility treats patients with war-related wounds who
have been transferred from Al Ramtha and other hospitals
in Jordan.
MSF operates six medical facilities inside Syria and directly
supports more than 100 clinics, health posts, and field hospitals. MSF is also working with Syrian patients who have fled
to Jordan, Lebanon, and Iraq.

The ICRC also supports 12 prosthetic centers in Iraq,
including one in ISIS-controlled Mosul, two in Baghdad, and
the Baghdad Prosthetic/Orthotic School.

Médecins Sans Frontières
(Doctors Without Borders)

Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) provides emergency medical care in about 70 countries when catastrophic events, such
as armed conflicts, epidemics, malnutrition, or natural disasters overwhelm local health systems, according to its website
(www.msf.org). Services range from vaccination campaigns
to complex surgeries, and include maternal and pediatric
care and fighting neglected diseases, among others. The organization advocates for affordable, high-quality medicines and
assists people confronting discrimination or populations that
are excluded from accessing healthcare.

Orthopedic Care
MSF surgeons perform amputation and limb-salvage
surgeries. Although MSF doesn’t focus on rehabilitation care,
an MSF March 2015 report on Aleppo notes, “For the injured,
life becomes even more difficult, particularly if they have lost
a limb.” Wheelchairs are almost impossible to obtain and
hard to move through damaged neighborhoods and ruined
houses. “Prosthetic limbs and rehabilitative care are likewise
in very short supply.” Besides adapting to a less mobile reality,
people with amputations are unable to run for cover at the
sound of approaching planes and helicopters. These conditions
underscore the need for rehabilitative and O&P care.

Middle East Activities

One of MSF’s projects in the Middle East is the Emergency
Surgical Programme inside the Al Ramtha Government Hospital, Jordan, where MSF works closely with Jordan’s Ministry
of Health. With more than 140 national and international staff
working for the project, MSF runs two operating rooms, two
in-patient and recovery rooms, and two wards.

Palestine

A complex series of wars, lesser conflicts, and events have
followed Israel’s Declaration of Independence in 1948. The
former mandate of Palestine was partitioned between Israel,
Transjordan, and Egypt, explains a BBC overview of the history of Israeli-Palestinian conflicts. Hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians fled or were forced out during this early conflict.
During the Six-Day War in 1967 Israel captured the West
Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem from the Arab coalition. Israel
withdrew troops and settlers from the Gaza Strip in 2005 but
still controls the airspace, seafront, and all but one crossing.
Although struggling for self-determination, Palestinians
have achieved little control over their own affairs, notes the
BBC overview. “The economy is fragmented and subject to
Israeli restrictions. Much of the population is dependent on
food aid.”
Movement and access restrictions continue in the occupied
territory, undermining Palestinians’ livelihoods and impeding
their access to basic services, according to the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
These restrictions have also impeded healthcare, since
many Palestinians go to Israel for health conditions for
which care is not available in Palestine. “We have about
1,000 patients a year from Gaza, but Palestinian authorities
are only allowing persons with the most severe need in
oncology, pediatrics, and rehabilitation to come,” says
orthopedic surgeon Itzhak Siev-Ner, MD, director of the
Orthopedic Rehabilitation Department of the Chaim Sheba
Medical Center at Tel Hashomer, Ramat Gan, Israel.
Palestinian access to medical care from the West Bank is
easier, Siev-Ner explains, because Hamas, which controls
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