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first time he spoke with her. Godak was working as a technician 
at Cascade Orthopedic Supply, Chico, California, when Bom-
kamp reached out to him for help. (She found him by calling 
a list of prosthetic companies hoping to find a mentor.) “I was 
impressed with someone at her age thinking outside her own 
interest to help others,” says Godak, who now lives in Montana. 

Bomkamp says Godak took her “seriously from the start.” He 
built the first socket and eventually the first prosthetic leg.

Bomkamp has come a long way in the past four years, Godak 
says. He describes Bomkamp’s initial questions as broad and 
vague. Today, her knowledge reflects how much she has learned. 
“Now she asks specific and direct questions. She definitely 
knows what she’s doing,” Godak says.

As interest for the Pain Free Socket began to build, Bomkamp 
came to realize that she needed help in creating a business plan. 
That’s when Bomkamp’s business advisor came to her.

“I stalked her,” says Mindy Walls, JD, the former director of 
the WVU College of Business & Economics Entrepreneurship 
Center. She read an article about Bomkamp’s Pain Free Socket in 
the campus newspaper. “She was a poly-sci student who had no 
connection to the business center. We like to focus on students 
outside the business school.”

Walls invited the young innovator to lunch. Their conversa-
tion centered on how to turn Bomkamp’s socket into a business, 
and Walls was just the go-to person Bomkamp needed. Walls, 
has put Bomkamp in touch with people who have helped her to 
develop and build her business. “Once you take other people’s 
money, it’s not just a project anymore, but a business,” Walls says.

Walls was confident that Bomkamp would have no problem 
making her business successful. “Students like this are a teach-
er’s dream,” Walls says. “She gets it the first time. Katherine 
knows what she wants, and sometimes you forget she is still 
just a student. Her maturity level is remarkable.”

Then when fabrication for the socket was set to get under 
way and Bomkamp needed an O&P facility to design and 
build it, she didn’t want to look too far from home. Enter Mor-
gantown Orthotic & Prosthetic Center (Morgantown O&P) 
and Mark Gorman, CPO. Gorman met Bomkamp through a 
friend who works at WVU, who said he might be interested in 
meeting her and learning about her project.

Morgantown O&P is currently preparing the socket for user 
trials, Gorman says.

Walls says her goal is to continue to help Bomkamp take the 
Pain Free Socket as far as she can. “Money is not the motivator,” 
she says. “This girl is going to be successful whatever she does.”

Gorman couldn’t agree more. “Katherine has surrounded 
herself with people who have helped her be exposed to real-
world issues yet [have kept her] somewhat protected, like 
good mentors do,” Gorman says. “But be assured that she 
will maintain control of her project. She is becoming a well-
rounded team leader.”  O&P EDGE

Betta Ferrendelli can be reached at betta@opedge.com
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better compliance = better outcomes
for osteoporosis

SpinomedIII

• Clinically proven in a published, peer reviewed,
evidence-based study to reduce daily pain by 38%
and to strengthen back extensors by 73%

• Lightweight, low profile, and easy towear

• Removable posterior and anterior panels

• Anti-migration strapsand siliconebeads keepbrace
in position

• Spinomed® III is approved for code L0456
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“The singlemost important advancement in the
conservativemanagement of osteoporosis and
vertebral compression fractures ever”.
–SARA MEEKS, PT, MS, GCS
Clinical specialist, authorof ThePhysicalTherapyManagementofBoneHealth–AClinician’sGuide
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