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given even more technical presenta-
tions, traveling to all seven continents, 
on a variety of orthosis-related topics. 
Carlson and the Tamarack staff are also 
responsible for a variety of O&P inno-
vations and products that are in world-
wide use. 

As for his personal life, Carlson and 
Peggy live on a virtually self-sustain-
ing, organic, solar-powered farm that 
generates more power than they can 
use. Carlson grows oats, hay, and a bit 
of corn, while Peggy’s vegetable garden 
feeds them year round. They also raise 
chickens and sheep. 

“[Marty’s] creativity is amazing, as 
is his ability to visualize possibilities,” 
Payette says. “His favorite solutions are 
always the very simple, clean ones.”

Although many colleagues send 
praise his way, Carlson is quick to shift the focus toward oth-
ers. He credits his past success to his mentors and coworkers, 
and his current success on his capacity to recognize and employ 

talented, hard-working people whose 
abilities and giving spirit have allowed 
and greatly helped him accomplish 
things. He also is quick to extend kudos 
to those who have taken on leadership 
roles in the various O&P professional 
organizations.

“Among the O&P profession, there 
have been so very many exceptional 
people who have generously shared 
their insights and advice,” he says. “To 
mention any names would feel like a 
slight to the many, many other people 
in this field that I have learned from 
and come to admire and respect. They, 
and the patients, are [my] inspiration 
and reward.”

Carlson, it seems, leads as he was led 
when he first set out on his O&P jour-
ney, giving people the tools and inspi-

ration they need to achieve great things.  O&P EDGE

Laura Hochnadel can be reached at laura@opedge.com

Carlson accepts the Academy’s Titus-Furguson award in 2009.
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