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associate degree isn’t a whole lot.... We’re not building rockets; 
we’re not doing brain surgery.”

Sevier says he is also concerned about enrollment patterns. 
Attendance figures have been down over the past two to three 
years in part because of economic forces, but he sees the 1,000 
hours unpaid internship as the leading cause. He mentions 
the disinclination of practicing pedorthists to take someone 
under their wing who is likely to open up shop and compete 
against them once the training is complete. As a result, that’s six 
months where the intern will most likely need to relocate. “And 
these are not 18-year-olds for the most part,” he adds. “These 
are, by and large, people with families.”

U.S. Educational Standards  
Lagging Behind Canada and Australia
Hayes says that the United States is lagging behind other coun-
tries in the pedorthic educational arena. Haig agrees. “Of all 

the countries in the world that teach pedorthics as a certifica-
tion program,” she says “the USA has the shortest program of 
all countries, with the exception of non-certifying countries.”

Hayes adds, “[Here], pedorthists are not as well-educated as 
in other parts of the world. We’re not incompetent practitio-
ners, we are just lacking when it comes to long-term or more 
in-depth pedorthic education that you find pedorthists in Can-
ada and Australia receiving. So many healthcare profession-
als, government agencies, insurance companies, and the public 
are—rightfully so—demanding better care from foot care pro-
fessionals.” A pedorthist, she says, is “the sum of their educa-
tion, continuing professional development, experience, and 

how they utilize shoes, inserts, and modifications to treat 
myriad pedorthic pathologies. This is not an issue that can-
not be overcome. Like many professions before us, we too 
need to evolve and change. Increasing the academic educa-
tion as well as internship opportunities moves the profes-
sion to be responsible for providing high-quality care to the 
patients we serve.” She adds, “Change is on the horizon.”

Haig believes that NCOPE, the accreditation body for the 
O&P profession, is correct in its decision to mandate “an 

associate degree with a targeted implementation date of 2012,” 
but adds that this may take as long as ten years to implement. “If 
pedorthists are to be recognized as part of the allied healthcare 
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“If pedorthists are to be recognized as part  
of the allied healthcare team, we need to be 
academically competitive with similar  
healthcare professions.”

—Pam Haig, CPed


