Moving Forward, Making a Difference…continued from page 48
Jim Young, CP, LP, FAAOP
“Everybody has an opportunity to make a difference,” says Jim
Young, CP, LP, FAAOP. “And if you don’t give money, give of
your time.”
As a current member and past president of the Georgia Society of Orthotists and Prosthetists (GSOP), and as a member
of AOPA and the American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists (the Academy), Young heeds his own
advice. He donates money to O&P political
action committees and politicians who support his interests. He worked on the medical
device tax in Georgia—kept in contact with
Georgia’s legislative advisor, and monitored
versions of bills and tax-code proposals. This
past April he attended his fourth AOPA Policy Forum, where he says he met with Georgia senators and representatives to discuss the
Medicare Improvements Act, the Insurance
Fairness for Amputees Act, O&P being included in the essential
health benefits package of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), the medical device excise tax, and the
Veterans Bill of Rights as it pertains specifically to amputee vets.
He also discussed the topic of outcomes research and the need
for more O&P educational programs.
Young says he’s always had political inclinations. In 1991, he
ran for city council in his hometown of South Charleston, West
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the last two years and even attended a town hall meeting as
a group,” she explains. “The town meeting was really an eyeopener. Person after person would get up and bring attention to
these significant issues, and then it was our turn. We sat in the
front row so that everyone could see that we were wearing prostheses. We explained our concerns and then…we met privately
with our target to explain our needs and propose our solution
in greater detail. We also met
with insiders in the insurance
industry so that we would have
a better understanding of what
we were going against.”
Aside from the fun and frustration of learning about the
legislative process, Robinson
says the opportunity afforded
her group a sense of empowerment. “We brought awareness Jim Young
to legislators and, hopefully, we were one of many groups that
pushed this issue along.” The awareness Robinson and her group
imparted on state legislators resulted in Florida HB 5, a bill that
supports insurance fairness for amputees. The bill is currently
making its way through the state legislature.
“What we did really wasn’t so unbelievable or difficult,” she
says. “The fact is amputees everywhere are doing it.... The people
who are continuing with this issue until it’s resolved, those people
should be applauded.”

50

The O&P EDGE ■ June 2011

www.oandp.com/edge

