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O&P Services in Haiti  Look to a Sustainable Future…continued from page 50

then added two trained psychosocial counselors to work with the 
amputee population and help these individuals reintegrate into 
society. Johanniter International is now focusing on the educa-
tion of O&P technicians and rehabilitation technicians.

There are many other NGOs serving in Haiti including 
ProsthetiKa and the Hanger Ivan R. Sabel Foundation Clinic 
located at Hôpital Albert Schweitzer 
in Deschapelles, which is about two 
hours north of Port-au-Prince, to 
name a few. (Editor’s note: For more 
information about the Hanger Clinic, 
see the Q&A with Ivan Sabel in this 
month’s issue, “An Update on the 
Hanger Clinic in Haiti,” pg. 54).

Ingersoll and Hanks are encour-
aged by the continuing level of com-
mitment to sustained progress in 
Haiti after the acute need of prosthetic 
devices was met. “Almost everyone in 
Haiti was touched by the earthquake 
because they know someone who was 
killed or disabled,” Ingersoll says. This fact alone will go a long way 
in helping to change the social norms that isolated persons with 
disabilities in the past. When asked what their concerns and hopes 
are for the future, Ingersoll and Hanks admit they are concerned 
that the funding and commitment will dry up as the acute need 

diminishes and a service gap will develop between now and the 
time the first Haitians graduate from training programs. Ingersoll 
emphasizes the need for long-term mentors and ISPO Category 
I clinicians to continue to provide clinical care until the Haitians 
awaiting the start of the education program have graduated. Hanks 
voiced the need for a national university-based training program 

for physical and occupational 
therapists, and for longer-term 
commitments (six months to one 
year) from Category I profession-
als to allow for appropriate men-
toring of existing O&P trainees.

Pablo Picasso (1881–1973) 
once said, “Inspiration does exist, 
but it must find you working.” If 
we combine the countless inspi-
rational stories of courage and 
survival of Haiti’s disabled pop-
ulation with the tireless work of 
hundreds of dedicated O&P pro-
fessionals, we just might see a 

masterpiece of sustainable care in Haiti’s future.  O&P EDGE

Jim Rogers, CPO, FAAOP,  is practice manager of Pinnacle Orthotics & Prosthetics in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. He served as a visiting prosthetist-orthotist in Chatemal, Mexico, from 1994–1999 
and has been serving in Haiti since 2000.

A volunteer comforts a young Haitian girl while examining the girl’s 
residual limb.
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