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The Goal of Lifelong Learning
I’ve always been passionate about education. It was, 
in fact, my enjoyment of learning that spurred me 
to earn an advanced degree directly after finishing 
my bachelor’s degree. Since then I have been for-
tunate in my professional life to be presented with 
circumstances that reinforce my belief in the value of 
lifelong learning. As I write this, I have just returned 

from another such opportunity as I attended the American Academy of 
Orthotists and Prosthetists’ (the Academy’s) 40th Annual Meeting & Sci-
entific Symposium. Throughout the event, the educational sessions offered 
a variety of opportunities to learn more about approaches to O&P patient 
care, technology, outcome measures, and practice management—informa-
tion that is invaluable to practitioners but also to people like me who seek 
to broaden our knowledge as laypeople. 

While it’s difficult to dispute the value of face-to-face learning venues, 
such as national and regional meetings, the logistics of being away 
from the office and travel-related expenses can restrict attendance to 
practitioners who are most in need of earning continuing education 
units (CEUs) necessary to maintain their credentials. Too often this 
leaves nonclinical staff without much-needed additional knowledge 
and training to take their performance to the next level. In “Educating 
Your Support Staff: Good for Employees, Good for Business” (pg. 26), 
O&P professionals share their thoughts on why investing in continuing 
education for your support staff can be good for your business and offer 
insight on how basic clinical knowledge can help nonclinical staff provide 
better reimbursement communication. “Affordable, Available CEUs—
How to Find the Ones that Meet Your Needs” (pg. 32), offers solutions 
for practitioners who have difficulty breaking away from the office to 
obtain continuing education without breaking the bank. And if you’re 
looking for some product-specific training to explore new solutions for 
your patients, be sure to look for the EDGE Quick Credit symbol on 
advertisements in this month’s issue. 

Whether it comes from a webinar, an in-person lecture, a journal arti-
cle, a YouTube demonstration, mentoring from a colleague, or an article 
in The O&P EDGE, I hope you will all embrace the challenge to be life-
long learners.

Happy reading.

Congratulations to Andrea Kramer, orthotic resident, from Santa Clara, 
California, who won an Amazon gift card in our drawing at the Hanger 
Education Fair.

Congratulations to Milton Beeler, CO, of the Robert J. Dole VA Medical 
Center, Wichita, Kansas, who won an Amazon gift card in our drawing at 
the Academy Annual Meeting & Scientific Symposium.


