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noticed the stares less and less, and my sense of humor slowly returned.
In June 2002, I was fitted with my first leg. “Go on with
life,” Steve, my prosthetist, said. Therefore, with this in mind, I
went to the Amputee Coalition of America (ACA) Conference
in Anaheim, California. I was fortunate to have met so many
nice people via the Internet discussion group and spent a week
with many of them talking, laughing, and not feeling different.
I had not seen another amputee, except for a support group
meeting I attended during my hospital stay. Faces were put with
names of friends I had only known in cyberspace. It had been
two and a half years since I had laughed as much and enjoyed
myself as much. These kind people helped bring me back to living a full rich life that is different, but no less fulfilling.
During that week I met many amputees who struggled with
poorly fitted prostheses and residual limbs in need of revision
surgery. Until then, I thought all amputations were like mine. I
began to understand just how much my life had been improved
by having an Ertl amputation. Dr. Ertl fulfilled his part of our
contract, and I would like to think I fulfilled mine. The benefit
from this type of reconstructive surgery is evidenced in my
daily life. I can cycle up to 40 miles daily. I have minimal phan-

tom pain. I take no medications. I have a very normal gait. I
look forward to the future; for me, 2003 holds a myriad of possibilities.
Eight months after my surgery, I moved 3,000 miles from
Oregon and began a new life on the coast of North Carolina. I
thought all this while listening to a frightened man about to
embark on his own adventure. What would his first year hold in
store for him? I wished him well, as I wish us all well. It will
be nothing if not interesting, eh?
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